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Facts and figures  

The three worst affected countries: Liberia, 

Sierra Leone and Guinea 

Total registered: 8’414 deaths, 21’261 cases of 

infection 

(Source: WHO, 14.01.2015) 

The SDC’s commitment since March 2014 

CHF 2.6 million to the Liberian Ministry of 

Health and Social Welfare for 30 tonnes of 

relief supplies, 6 vehicles, preventative 

measures and for improving basic health care 

CHF 100,000 on 3 vehicles for the Liberian Red 

Cross (LNRCS) 

CHF 1.5 million to Médecins Sans Frontières 

Switzerland (MSF) for its emergency assistance 

programme 

CHF 3 million to the International Committee 

of the Red Cross (ICRC) to improve basic 

medical care in Liberia 

CHF 3.5 million to the International Federation 

of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 

for preventative measures 

CHF 525,000 to the centre of competence at 

the University Hospital of Geneva (HUG) for its 

mandate of providing consultation for 

international organisations 

CHF 3.3 million for the regional aid of the UN 

World Food Programme (WFP) and CHF 1 

million for its logistical operations  

CHF 1.2 million for the regional aid 

programme of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

CHF 3.3 million to the United Nations 

Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

CHF 5 million to the Multi-Partner Trust Fund 

of the United Nations Mission for Ebola 

Emergency Response (UNMEER) 

CHF 1.5 million to the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and CHF 1 million to 

Terre des hommes Lausanne for preventative 

measures and child protection   

CHF 450,000 for the support of local initiatives 

in Liberia  

CHF 300,000 to the Swiss Red Cross (SRC) and 

CHF 200,000 to UNICEF for prevention 

campaigns in West African countries 

potentially at risk  

CHF 525,000 for the deployment of personnel 

at the SDC cooperation office and for 

secondments to humanitarian partners 

 

Total contribution: CHF 29 million to date 

 
SDC supports information campaigns on preventive measures against Ebola infections, Liberia. ©SDC 

The current situation and the SDC’s commitment 

• Despite several reports of decreasing numbers of new infections in Liberia, the 

health situation in the three worst affected countries - Liberia, Sierra Leone and 

Guinea - remains rather critical. The epidemic is not only having a severe impact on 

the entire healthcare system of the countries affected but also has serious 

implications for security, food supplies and the overall economic situation. 

• There are currently still no drugs or reliable vaccines against Ebola. However, 

several countries, including Switzerland, are working hard to develop a vaccine. The 

first series of clinical trials with vaccines were initiated in October 2014. 

• The SDC has been monitoring the situation since the first cases of Ebola became 

publicly known in March 2014 via the Swiss Humanitarian Aid cooperation office in 

Monrovia (Liberia). The office staff has since been increased to 21 persons with the 

addition of an emergency aid coordinator, a logistics expert and a project manager 

from the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit, SHA (currently 5 SHA and 16 local 

employees). 

• In September 2014, the SDC together with the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit (SHA) 

and in cooperation with Geneva University Hospitals (HUG) conducted a fact-

finding mission in Liberia. The findings confirmed SDC’s priorities in answer to the 

Ebola crisis: 

1. Containment of the epidemic through proper treatment and preventive 

measures 

2. Strengthening of health care systems of the affected countries 

3. Mitigation of adverse effects at the social and economic level 

• Five SHA experts (2 physicians for MSF, 1 engineer for WFP in Sierra Leone, 2 WASH 

engineers for UNICEF and Terre des homes in Guinea) are seconded to partner 

organisations and deployed to the three most affected countries. In addition, 

during the first three months of 2015, SDC supports in Guinea Ebola treatment 

centres with 16 tons of personal protective equipment. The first shipment of 

material is carried during the second week of January. 
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Context  

The current Ebola outbreak in West Africa is the worst epidemic 

since the discovery of the pathogen in terms of geographical 

scope, the number of infected persons and deaths. The first 

cases occurred in December 2013 in Guinea but were not 

confirmed by the World Health Organization (WHO) until March 

2014. The virus quickly spread to Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

Individual cases were exported to Nigeria, Senegal and recently 

also to Mali. 

The WHO, which coordinates the UN’s emergency health 

response in crisis situations, declared the epidemic an 

international health emergency on 8 August 2014. On 18 

September 2014, the UN Security Council passed a resolution 

establishing a special mission to deal with Ebola (United Nations 

Mission for Ebola Emergency Response - UNMEER) which was 

given the mandate of coordinating all activities of the UN 

agencies. This is the first time in its history that the UN has 

created a special mission in response to a public health crisis. 

The SDC’s commitment in the three intervention areas: 

1. Containment of the epidemic 

To contain the epidemic and other adverse effects as quickly as 

possible, the SDC provided Médecins Sans Frontières 

Switzerland with financial resources for its work in the Ebola 

treatment centres in northern Liberia. Preventative measures of 

the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC) including their programmes to identify and 

follow-up all the people who had been in contact with infected 

persons and to ensure the safe burial of Ebola victims, have also 

received support.  

At the request of the Liberian Ministry of Health and Social 

Welfare (MoHSW), the SDC has so far provided a total of 30 

tonnes of medical relief supplies and protective material which 

were distributed to the Ebola treatment centres in Liberia.  

In addition, a total of nine new vehicles for the transport of 

materials and ambulance services as well as for the safe retrieval 

of fatalities were handed over to the Liberian MoHSW and the 

Liberian Red Cross.  

The SDC office in Monrovia supports projects concerning 

‘infection, prevention and control’ (IPC) through which, in 

cooperation with the University Hospital of Geneva (HUG), 20 

Liberian pharmacists have already received training in the local 

production of hand disinfectants.  

The Swiss Red Cross (SRC) and UNICEF received funding for 

their Ebola prevention programmes in countries potentially at 

risk, such as Mali, Togo and Ghana.  

The SDC has also supported various logistics service providers 

and coordination bodies of the United Nations, such as the 

World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Humanitarian Air Service 

(UNHAS) and UNMEER, enabling humanitarian workers to move 

around the region and ensuring the delivery of relief supplies to 

where they are needed.  

2. Strengthening of healthcare systems 

The state healthcare systems in the affected countries are 

functioning worse than ever since the Ebola crisis.  

The few existing hospitals have been closed, many of their staff 

either infected by Ebola or no longer working from fear of 

infection.  

An increasing number of people are dying from treatable 

diseases such as malaria and diarrhoea, and women 

experiencing birth complications are unlikely to be able to 

access specialist medical help. 

CHF 1.5 million of financial support for the Liberian Ministry of 

Health and Social Welfare (MoHSW) have been allocated to its 

Health Sector Pool Fund which aims to improve urgently 

required basic medical care. The International Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC) will also receive a contribution for the 

rehabilitation of two healthcare centres and a maternity unit in 

Liberia and for their expert support to the Liberian MoHSW. 

3. Mitigation of adverse effects 

The Ebola epidemic is having a catastrophic impact on food 

security, particularly in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea where 

agriculture and trade are languishing. The SDC is therefore 

supporting the regional aid programmes of the World Food 

Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO). This support aims to secure food supplies to the region.  

Children, who are faced with the loss of their parents, 

stigmatisation and general breakdown of their living 

environment, are also particularly badly affected by the crisis. In 

2015 the UN Children’s Fund UNICEF and the Swiss organisation 

Terre des hommes will carry out child protection projects 

supported by SDC.  

 

The SDC cooperation office in Monrovia has supported various 

local initiatives at municipal level since March 2014. These range 

from Ebola awareness-raising campaigns to local projects 

concerning the protection of orphans.  

 
Information campaign on the appropriate disinfection measures in homes, 

Monrovia, Liberia. ©DEZA 

The implementation of the committed support will be carried 

out throughout 2015.  
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